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POLICE PORTFOLIO 
Motion 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [2.44 pm]: I move — 
That this Council congratulates the Liberal–National government on its excellent performance in the 
police portfolio. 

I ask members for their patience as this is the first time that I have stood on my feet in this place wearing these 
new glasses. I have to get used to wearing these specs, and I have a lot more respect for people who wear them 
than I did before. 
Hon Mark Lewis: You look distinguished. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: Thank you, Hon Mark Lewis, although I do not know about being distinguished. 
I rise today to congratulate the Liberal–National government and note the significant achievements made under 
this government. I live in the Rockingham area, which has seen a marked increase in policing, which I will go 
into in a little more detail. Since the Liberal and National Parties took power, there have been record levels of 
funding in police resources, new legislation has been designed to reduce crime and, basically, which I will 
demonstrate in my comments, the Liberal–National government under Minister for Police Liza Harvey has 
shown a firm commitment to law and order in Western Australia. 
First off, I will talk about changes witnessed in my own electorate. If members will indulge me, I will go into 
why I decided to become a member of the Liberal Party. Law and order was one of the main reasons. It was not 
because I wanted a marina in Rockingham. It was because of fear about the level of crime and criminal incidents 
in the Rockingham area, which had massive problems with policing and in the amount of time it took for police 
to respond to a call-out. It had gotten out of hand. Back in 2004, about 85 000 people lived in the 
City of Rockingham. I do not recall whether I was a member of the Liberal Party at that time, but I remember 
quite well that there were three youths who were around 18 years of age pulling people onto the street outside 
their businesses on the corner of Patterson Road and Read Street and pretty much violently attacking them. At 
the time, these businesses had rung the police but it had taken some two hours before police attended that scene. 
That is how bad the situation was. These youths were on methamphetamine and were pulling people out of their 
businesses in broad daylight, and it took police two hours to respond to a call-out and get to the scene of that 
crime. I took it upon myself to do something for the area. Hon Sue Ellery and Hon Kate Doust were both 
members for South Metropolitan Region back then. I do not know whether they remember the advertisements 
that I paid for personally out of my pocket to lobby the Labor government to help us down in Rockingham—
I have them with me today—because we were not getting any action at all. It got so bad that I had to join the 
Liberal Party, which was a good thing, in order to get some attention. I then ran as a candidate in the federal seat 
of Brand against Kim Beazley, because our own federal member was not interested in giving us any help or 
support, except for the usual rhetoric. I have an ad that ran in the Sound Telegraph of Wednesday, 5 May 2004. 
I paid for this ad out of my own pocket. I was not a member of Parliament. I was happily running my 
cabinet-making business, building kitchens for people.  
Hon Donna Faragher: And don’t you do good kitchens. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: I have done Hon Donna Faragher’s kitchen, too. Have the doors fallen off yet? No, they 
have not. 
Hon Liz Behjat: You did my friend Wendy’s kitchen and hers is excellent. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: I would not want to write a book “From Cabinets to Cabinet”, but it is good to hear that, 
Hon Liz Behjat! 
This ad that I paid for myself, in order to get some support out of the Australian Labor Party in my area, states — 

WE ALL AGREE THAT THERE IS A LACK OF POLICE IN OUR AREA. 
THE REASON IS SIMPLE. 
OUR AREA IS A SAFE LABOR SEAT. 
Want to change that? 
Vote for Phil Edman, Liberal Candidate for Brand 

I had to pay for these ads and I had to organise a petition. I do not remember Hon Kate Doust or Hon Sue Ellery 
coming down to help us out with this issue. Nobody was willing to help us out. When we get to the point of running 
ads in the paper, we have to wonder what is going on. I have recently seen Hon Kate Doust’s lovely little ads in the 
Sound Telegraph. They are quite nice. Back then I was a young fella who just wanted to do the right thing by my 
area. Members can look at my history of how I got into this business in the first place. Why did members not just 
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listen to us little people down there who were not members of Parliament and help us out? We had a problem with 
police presence in that area. It was off the record, but no-one was listening to us. We got to the point at which we 
had to do exercises such as this one with the ads. I remember that at the time Matt Birney heard my plea. Back then 
I think he was not the opposition leader, but he might have been the shadow Minister for Police. I ran a community 
forum back then. Our government has been doing that quite successfully around the state, but back then we held 
one in Rockingham. It was not filled with members of the Liberal Party but with real, concerned residents who 
came—this was before the Gary Holland Community Centre was built—to the council reception centre and we 
could not fit them in. The place was packed out because people were scared and worried. 
Hon Brian Ellis: It was a serious problem. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: It was a big problem but it was a safe Labor seat. Who was the member for Rockingham 
back then? It was Mark McGowan. Who is the member for Rockingham now? It is Mark McGowan. Who wants 
to be the Premier of Western Australia? It is Mark McGowan. There is a positive side to this speech as well; it 
will not all be negative. 
I have a bit of a news story, too, from that forum. Our burglary rates back then were also very high. We had 
massive problems, with people complaining about hoons and graffiti. Boy, what a ripper that was! When 
members opposite were in power, I do not remember one school or one bit of public infrastructure in 
Rockingham that did not have graffiti on it. People could play a game: try to find something that does not have 
graffiti on it! It was absolutely shocking, and this was all before we took power. No wonder we won the election; 
people were just fed up with this issue. This government has done very well in this area. I have complained 
about certain things in this place that I will not go into, and I have always said that this government is not 
perfect, but I will tell members one thing: this government has done an excellent job with police. It has definitely 
tidied up things in Rockingham. I just hope that the people of Rockingham give us and not the 
Australian Labor Party the credit for that. 
In 2013, I thought that I might go to the police station to see how things were running. We were taken for a bit of 
a spin in a car and the police showed how things were working when dealing with another problem—domestic 
violence. Before we came to power, the Rockingham police had only one detective, who was housed opposite 
the police station, which has been there for many years. The licensing centre is now across the road, but the 
second level houses the detectives. In 2005, the police had one detective. In 2013, that number had increased to 
26, so there must have been an issue down there for the government to put those numbers into that place. 
Hon Kate Doust: It must have been all the drink-drivers. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: From when members opposite were in power until 2013, the burglary rate has dropped by 
40 to 50 per cent. I am looking forward to Hon Kate Doust making her contribution. I know it is her area and she 
is just as proud of it as I am. However, I will get back to these little ads that I put in the paper back when she was 
a member of Parliament and neither she nor Hon Sue Ellery bothered to contact me. I saw them at functions. 
Hon Kim Beazley brought me into his office and gave me a bear hug and a cup of tea, so it was not like I did not 
want to talk to them, but I got nothing—not even Mark McGowan contacted me. Hon Kate Doust can interject 
and get huffy all she wants and everything like that but the facts are the facts. 
Hon Kate Doust interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Alanna Clohesy): Order! Hon Phil Edman has the call. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: I might get back to what I was saying about graffiti and how bad it was. 
One thing that I am very proud of, and I have mentioned this before in Parliament, was the money that we 
poured into the Right to Write and the Weld to Life programs. These programs were targeted at mainly the 
taggers amongst young offenders. They would tag an area, but that was also done to map out an area for their 
gang to burgle; it was sort of linked. We reduced the graffiti. I do not know the last time that members were in 
Rockingham, but, I tell you what, there is not that much graffiti around; it is a pretty small amount. I ride my 
pushbike and walk around all those areas where there were high amounts of graffiti and the graffiti has gone. It 
pops up from time to time, but our government has fixed that with the support of Western Australia Police. This 
one fella—I call him the saint—Senior Constable Tim Ellis looks after the Rockingham Police and Community 
Youth Centre. He also gets on very well with Mark McGowan and has done an absolutely exceptional job. Some 
years ago, I was fighting very hard to make sure that we kept police officers in the PCYCs, which we did, and it 
has worked, thanks to the Western Australian police force. Members can see the results; there is no graffiti. 
In 2005, the incidence of domestic violence was very high, and I admit it is still high today. Once again, the 
change in that area did not come until we got into power. These numbers could be wrong, but the last time 
I looked we had six domestic violence officers who deal with only domestic violence. In the past, Rockingham 
never had those types of officers who deal with only domestic violence. I believe we now have six of them 
dedicated to that one issue. 
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I am also very passionate about the issue of psychoactive substances. Since the legislation was passed, the 
police have done an excellent job in this area. I have spoken on this issue many times before and I brought my 
stash in here. 
Hon Brian Ellis: And the props. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: Yes, and the props, but sometimes a member has to do those things in order to get some 
traction. I am not ashamed of any of that, but guess what? Our government passed the Misuse of Drugs 
Amendment (Psychoactive Substances) Bill 2015 and it has been enacted. Not so long ago, on 10 August this 
year, an ABC news article was headed, “Illegal psychoactive drugs seized from Perth stores, 18 people charged”. 
Around that time, WA Police laid 314 charges against 18 people. The police raided stores in Rockingham, 
Armadale, Victoria Park, Mandurah, Wanneroo and Highgate. We will not name some of these stores because 
they are still operating and, hopefully, not selling drugs, but still selling smoking implements, which is another 
issue. There were 4 573 items seized, which is an outstanding effort. If I remember rightly, our legislation passed 
this house in November last year. I do not think it is too great a time in which to have that number of items seized. 
The police should be congratulated on that achievement, but I am not saying let us roll over and relax; there is still 
a lot more to be done. Before that, when the Australian Labor Party was in power and Hon Mark McGowan was 
buying Kronic—I do not know whether it was illegal—what was the ALP doing? Did the ALP ban the chemical 
composition? It was our government that brought in the psychoactive substances legislation. 

I refer now to funding police stations around the state. In the past four years, our government has allocated about 
$116 million to build new police stations across the state. I might start with the Minister for Police’s area and the 
Scarborough Police Station, which opened early in 2015 after being upgraded. The cost was $1.87 million and 
the station capacity is now 80 officers, up from 38. The Eucla Police Station opened earlier this year in 
March 2016. Eucla is about 1 400-plus kilometres from Perth. It was built in 1977 and the upgrade was aimed at 
increasing community safety in regional areas, the cost of which was around $3.3 million. It allows police to 
better serve that regional community. The Carnarvon Police and Justice Complex was opened on 14 April 2015. 
Hon Alyssa Hayden mentioned that I took my kids to Carnarvon for a holiday. When I was there, I saw the start 
of the construction of that complex. 
Hon Ken Baston: It’s a magnificent building. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: Have you been there, Hon Ken Baston? 
Hon Ken Baston: Not inside. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: That is good! 
I believe it was built to accommodate about 30 police officers. The cost to build it was $52.5 million and 
$9.5 million worth of funding came from the royalties for regions program. Hon Stephen Dawson was going 
off like a pork chop the other day knocking royalties for regions. We cannot say that it is a waste of royalties 
for regions money when the money is spent on a police station. That is another example of what is good about 
royalties for regions. It is a very good investment. That complex was also equipped and updated with CCTV 
infrastructure. Something that is a bit closer to home but not in my electorate is the proposed Armadale justice 
complex. The Liberal–National government has purchased two blocks of land in Armadale, the cost of which 
is some $4.9 million. Armadale has seen the number of prosecutions by police increase by 29 per cent in 
June this year, so I believe it is very important to have a modern and very well equipped facility to address 
increased crime. The new Waroona Police Station, which was originally constructed in 1960, was opened in 
March this year. The cost of the new station was $2.5 million and was designed with future population growth 
in mind. Building twenty-first century police stations to handle crime is one of just a few examples of the 
government’s achievements. 
The next thing I would like to talk about is methamphetamine. I spoke about the damage psychoactive drugs do. 
Meth is a major issue for the state, if not the nation. I do not believe there will ever be a quick fix for it but we 
cannot sit around and do nothing; we need to do something together as a community. The increased rate of 
methamphetamine use has impacted on many families and individuals throughout our state. The Liberal–
National government’s 2016 meth wastewater tests showed that Western Australians consume—I cannot believe 
this but that is what the results are showing—two tonnes of meth per year. I do not know how that is worked out 
from testing our wastewater. The scientists are pretty clever. What is the street value of that? It is about 
$2 billion. Western Australia now has the highest meth use in the country. We certainly cannot be pleased about 
that; it is something to be ashamed of. This government has taken steps to address this horrific data by releasing 
the “Western Australian Meth Strategy 2016”, which aims to establish dedicated vehicles equipped to conduct 
searches, seize meth and arrest suspects. It also seeks to establish cooperative relations between state and federal 
law enforcement agencies to detect and disrupt meth sales and distribution. It will establish dedicated teams to 
target meth distributors and dealers. It will seize profits from meth sales nationally and internationally and it will 
establish a meth desk in WA Police, which will provide intelligence to dedicated meth teams. It will continue 
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investigating and shutting down clandestine meth laboratories and continue rigorous roadside drug testing. 
Another thing I should highlight is that when people were pulled over for a breath test, it used to be only for 
alcohol, but under our government, testing is done for drugs. I do not believe drug testing was done under 
a Labor government, but I am happy to be corrected if that is not right. This government has also put forward 
a comprehensive plan to deal with this escalating issue. In the 2016–17 state budget, $14.9 million has been 
allocated to reduce the demand for meth. This action is much needed because between 2013 and 2015 these 
types of arrests increased by a bit over 40 per cent, which is quite a lot. Roadside drug testing initiatives have 
been allocated another $5.5 million. Our government has introduced new laws aimed at breaking the meth trade 
routes in regional areas. Crackdowns on backyard meth laboratories have seen increased transport of meth 
outside the metropolitan area. Our government has the support of major freight and courier companies for this 
legislation. Drug detection initiatives include additional canine units to sniff out the presence of meth. Dakota 
and Quokka are the newest canine recruits under a $1.2 million investment in the canine unit since 2013. That is 
just a little bit about what is a lot to combat meth use in Western Australia. 
I now move on to road safety. The government’s ongoing effort to improve road safety is another example that 
warrants congratulations. When Labor left government in 2007, the fatality rate per 100 000 people stood at 11. 
In 2015, under this government, the fatality rate per 100 000 people was 6.2. This number is still very high but 
the government is continuing to tackle this issue. The government has committed to allocating 100 per cent of 
speed and red-light camera fines to road safety. In 2015, almost 40 per cent of fatal crashes involved excessive 
speed. Since this government has been in power, the number of road fatalities has reduced by 34 per cent. Our 
government is also making sure that school zones are safer for our children. Have members seen those little 
flashing 40-kilometre-an-hour signs? Yes? That is us, not the Australian Labor Party. We provided those 
flashing 40-kilometre-an-hour school zone signs — 

Hon Brian Ellis: They are very good in the country towns. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: They are good in the country? Does Hon Brian Ellis have them up his way, too? 

Hon Brian Ellis: Yes, we have them up our way. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Funding of $36 million was invested in that initiative. The goal is to have 766 school 
zones equipped with them. 

Hooning is still a problem in many communities. It is still a bit of a problem down my way too, but not as bad as 
it was when the ALP was in power. Hoons place other road users in danger. Our government is taking proactive 
steps to prosecute hoons. It is difficult to collect visual evidence of these crimes, but our government has 
committed funding for additional covert hoon cameras. In 2013, $170 000 was provided to buy 24 covert hoon 
cameras over four years. 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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